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Important Dates
June 2017
9—Parent Teacher Notices Sent
Home
12—Queens Birthday Public Holiday NO SCHOOL
13—Collingwood Children’s Farm
Foundation Excursion
20—Parent Teacher Times Sent
Home
22—Reports sent home
29—Parent Teacher Interviews
30—End of Term 2 2.30pm Finish

July 2017
17—Beginning of Term 3

August 2017

Dear Parents, Winter is officially with us now which means a sustained period of colder
weather. Young children need to have adequate clothing to ensure they are warm when they
are outside. We have a full range of uniform available, including warm pants, jumpers and
bomber jackets.
Teachers are well into writing mid-term reports for all children. School reports are often confusing and difficult to read. We ask that if you are unsure of what your child’s report is saying
that you use your time at Parent Teacher interviews to clarify this with your child’s teacher.
Don’t forget there is no school next Monday, June 12.
Head Lice. Unfortunately where there are children there will always be head lice, and like
every other school in the world sometimes some of the children here have either live lice, or
eggs and sometimes both. Recently we have had a number of cases where children have had
to go home to be treated. Attached is a brochure which clearly explains about how head lice
exist and what to do if they are in the hair of your children.
Parents parking in the car park. We are also having some parents parking in the staff car
park to pick up children. It is vitally important that this doesn’t happen as we don’t want
children and cars to be moving in the same place at the same time. Parents sometimes
need to park further away and walk for a minute or so, rather than put children at risk. We
ask that everyone do this for the safety of the children.
Staffing. Grade 5/6 teacher Donna Darmanin is on Leave at the moment and will return in
Week 10 of this term. Grade 5/6D are very fortunate to have the expert service of Mrs.
Fenech teaching them while Donna is on Leave.
Upcoming events:

8— Foundation Dental Checkups
at school
8—eSmart Parent Session
18 & 25—Family Life Sessions
Grades 5 & 6
31—Fathers Day stall

Monday June 12: Queen’s Birthday public holiday
Tuesday June 13: Foundation students visiting Collingwood Children’s Farm
Thursday June 22: School reports sent home
Thursday June 29: Parent Teacher interviews
Friday June 30: term 2 ends. 2.30 finish

TERM DATES 2017
Term 2: 18 April—30 June
Term 3: 17 July—22 September
Term 4: 9 October to 22 December

Monday July 17: Term 3 begins
Tuesday August 8: Foundation dental check-ups, at school
Tuesday August 8: e-smart, parent session
August 18 and 25: Family Life sessions, Grade 5/6
Thursday August 31: Fathers Day stall
Thursday September 7: Glenroy District Athletic Sports day
Monday October 13: Swimming program begins. Limited to 55 children
Monday October 16: Prep. Orientation program begins, session 1
Monday October 23: Prep. Orientation, session 2

Monday October 30; Prep. Orientation, session 3
Friday November 3: Grade 5/6 Kanga cricket tournament
Monday November 6: Curriculum Day. Children are not to attend school.
Tuesday November 7: Melbourne Cup public holiday
Sunday November 12: Fawkner Festa
Monday November 20-Friday November 24: Grade 3-6 Camp.
Monday December 11- Friday December 15: Fawkner P.S. Arts Festival
Friday December 15: Fawkner Family Day/Night
Tuesday December 18: Grade 6 Graduation Ceremony
Thursday December 21: Last day for students. 1.30 finish.
Friday December 22: Curriculum Day

School terms 2017
Term 2:

Tuesday April 18 – June 30 (2.30 finish)

Term 3:

Monday July 17 – September 22 (2.30 finish)

Term 4:

Monday October 9 – December 21 (1.30 finish)

Cross Country News
Congratulations and well done to all the students who attended and represented Fawkner Primary School at the
Glenroy District Cross Country event on Thursday 25th May. Our school competed with 10 other schools on the day.

Students who participated in this event were:

Jaffer Mohammed
Ali Khan
Abdulrahman Siddique
Saleh Hizamul-Ansari
Jack Scarpa
Ali Mohammed
Azka Shazad
Jude Omar

Zein Eldaouk
Fatima Syed
Portia Greenacre
Aqsa Ahsan
Hamza Suileman
Ali Taleb
Kiara Campbell- Murray

Sabin Khanal
Saheenar Bi
Azka Shazad
Mahmoud Abdullah
Raees Hussain
Mustafa Shaik
Talha Mohammed

During the event many of our students ran massive personal bests over a tough course. It was pleasing to see that
most of our students stuck to our race plan of cruising out strongly during the first half and running faster in the second half.
The bravery award this year goes to Portia Greenacre for running courageously with a painful stomach stitch. It was
a happy ending when mum gave her a massive hug at the end of the race.
A big thank you to Rob and Frances who attended and helped out during the day.
Ayhan Akin

Sports Coordinator

Zoo Excursion 34A & 34G
On Friday the 19th of May grades 3/4 A and G had an
exciting excursion at The Royal Melbourne Zoo. All of the 3/4’s participated in a challenge called the ‘Local Legends’. The challenge was to
spot five endangered animals which were the Philippines crocodile,
long nosed fur seal, the Helmeted Honey Eater, the Corroboree Frog
and the Lord Howe Island stick insect. We also had to come up with some ideas to try and save these animals.

My grade saw a seal show. The seals did some tricks. After the show we had to make a promise to not to
use balloons but instead use bubbles. This is because some sea animals mistakenly eat balloons and became sick or even die.
Both grades had a chance to also touch a tortoise or a lizard.

We would like thank Mr. Akin and George for organising this amazing excursion and thank all the helpers
that came with us on this excursion.
By Adiba Kamran 34A

The Digital Shift - Edison Robots
4 pm, Fawkner Library Wednesdays during school term 2
For school students aged 8 and up
During Term 2 learn to program our Edison Robots.
This is a play-based session with some guidance. Children will learn
about the programming process, problem solving, and collaborating
with other children while having FUN!
To get the most from this program, participants need to attend regularly, so please
book for ALL the sessions during term 2.
Register online: moreland.vic.gov.au/libraries/children/children-activities/the-digital-shift
Or phone 9355 4200.
All participants are required to hold a current Moreland City Libraries membership card

Hello everyone!
I am so excited to join the Fawkner PS community as the Family Engagement Officer. I will be delivering
an exciting new program called Ready, Set, Prep. This is a whole community approach to engaging families in early years education. The project aims to improve parent/carer engagement and transition for
children and their families in the six months leading up to their first year of school.
Some of the ways I may be able to assist families:









Be a first point of contact for preschool children and their families in Fawkner to assist with their
preparation and preparedness for school
Provide advice on how to choose a school, assisting with enrolment, support to attend transition
activities, linkages into playgroups and other social/learning activities
Manage referrals for family concerns around developmental delay or disability
Provide advice on basic health and wellbeing including linkages to appropriate healthcare and/or
support services (e.g. Maternal and Child Health, Merri Health Dental, financial advice/support,
housing etc.
Provide liaison with Early Learning Centres/Family Day Care Providers/Kindergartens in Fawkner to
identify children and families that would particularly benefit from participation in Ready, Set, Prep
activities or support.
Consult with schools regarding transition and support schools in developing a stronger transition
program which engages families.

A key part of my role is to assist parents to become more involved in the Fawkner PS community and to
create successful family engagement.
What is Family Engagement?
Student success is directly related to the relationship between families and schools. When families and
schools work well together, everyone benefits and your child most definitely reaps the benefits of this.
We believe that if our school can maintain the successful engagement of families for the duration of the
child’s primary school education, better learning outcomes will be realised.
Many parents want to have a more active role in their child’s education but they just aren’t sure where to
start or how to go about doing it. This is where I can help! I have some ideas about getting families involved in the school community and I am sure you do too. I would love to hear your thoughts so please
feel free to contact me to discuss this so we can join together to support your child on their educational
journey.
During the coming months, I will be meeting with many Fawkner families to discuss how we can work together during their child’s transition into primary school.
My work days are Monday-Wednesday. Feel free to make an appointment to discuss any of your concerns regarding school transition.
I am very excited about this project and very much look forward to meeting with you to discuss how we
can work together to make your child’s educational journey a success. For more information on the
READY, SET, PREP program, please contact me on:
P 0417 241 620
E Mary.DAgostino@merrihealth.org,au

