
 

22 June 2018 

Dear Parents, Term 2 has flown by. We are now virtually half way through the year. Term 2 

has been a very rewarding and productive term for everyone involved. The children continue 

to be highly engaged in our curriculum and are working extremely hard. Their behaviour is 

excellent and visitors always compliment the school on what a great, quiet working environ-

ment that exists in the school. We look forward to Term 3 also being a very happy and pro-

ductive term.  

Just a reminder that Term 2 finishes on Friday June 29, with a 2.30 finish. Term 3 begins on 

Monday July 16.  

Staffing news. Our Assistant Principal, Mrs. Maria Weston, retires as of next Friday. Maria 

has been a fixture at Fawkner P.S. for 26 years, firstly as a classroom teacher, and for the last 

10 years as our Assistant Principal. Maria has been a great teacher and colleague throughout 

this time, and we wish her all the best for her retirement. Maria is looking forward to some 

overseas travel and spending more time with her own children and grandchildren. We thank 

Maria for her wonderful commitment and dedication to our school over such a long period of 

time. 

Mrs. Rosa Arena will be our Acting Assistant Principal for the rest of 2018. Rosa filled in for 

Maria in the last term of 2017 and managed the role admirably. 

In other staffing news we were greeted with wonderful news that Ms. Kelly gave birth to a 

gorgeous little boy (Theodore) on 16 June. Rashelle, Warren and Theodore are all doing 

beautifully. We look forward to Rashelle bringing young Theodore in for a visit early next 

term. 

We also thank Ms. Cath Walsh who has been doing a fantastic job with Grade 5/6R while Mr. 

Ricardi is on Leave, travelling overseas. We know Brody is looking forward to sharing his ex-

periences with the grade when he returns at the start of Term 3. 

Lastly it was nice to welcome back Mrs. Rebecca Strangis for a day this week. Rebecca taught 

here until 2013 when she took Leave to have her own family. We look forward to seeing Re-

becca on a regular basis. 

Enrolments for 2019. We ask that families enrol children for next year as early as possible 

to help us plan for the year. Enrolment forms are available from the office or from our web-

site. 

New Office/administration building. The school begins the first phase of our building pro-

gram in Term 3, with building works to replace our office and administration area and a few 

other maintenance issues beginning early in the term. The new building will be located be-

tween our school Library and the BER building. Hopefully by the end of the year it will be 

completed. This will be the new front entry of the school, the general office and offices for 

Principal, Assistant Principal etc. 

During this construction phase there will be areas of the school fenced off, changes to some 

access points to the school, temporary fences put in place and there will be changes to how 

some of the grades enter the buildings etc. 
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Important Dates 

June 2018 
22—School Reports Issued 
28—Parent Teacher Interviews 
29—Last Day of Term 2, 2.30pm finish 

July  2018 
16—Start of Term 3 
18—St Basil’s Nursing Home Visit 3/4A 
30-31—School Dental Visit F-6 

August 2018 
1—School Dental Visit F-6 
9—Australian Maths Competition 
15—St Basil’s Nursing Home Visit 3/4R 
27-31—Literacy & Numeracy Week 

TERM DATES 2018 
Term 2: 16 April—29 June 
Term 3: 16 July—21 September 
Term 4: 8 October—21 December 

 



Future funding. Our second phase is to seek approximately $5.5 million dollars from the Government to replace our current 

main building where the younger grades currently are. The Master Plan is to demolish the old building and replace it with a 

new building that will be connected to the new administration building and will link in with the new portable building where 

the two Grade 5/6 grades currently are. To get this amount of money will not be easy as the Government is putting lots of 

money into new areas of Melbourne that obviously need new schools and into other areas of Melbourne where the communi-

ty voice has been strong. In the coming months the school may ask parents to support the school’s drive to show our politi-

cians that the children of Fawkner are just as important as the children in other parts of Melbourne. 

Reports and Parent Teacher interviews. Mid year reports go home this Friday. Parent Teacher interviews take place on 

Thursday June 28. We ask that you try to keep to your appointment time so that all parents and teachers are able to have 

their full allotment of time. 

School terms 2018 

Term 2:  April 16 – June 29 (2.30 finish) 

Term 3:  July 16 – September 21 (2.30 finish) 

Term 4:  October 8 – December 20 (1.30 finish) 

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) 

 

Applications for 2018 Close on Friday 29 June 2018 

Application Forms are available from the school office. 

Please ensure you have returned your completed form & Healthcare Card to 

the school office for processing prior to the closing date. 

CANTEEN 

Last Day for Canteen will be 

Wednesday 27 June 2018 

There will be NO Lunch Orders 

on Friday 29 June 2018 

Canteen will re-open on Monday 

23 July 2018 

 

Chocolate Drive 

Fundraising boxes of chocolates 

for families to sell on the 

school’s behalf will be sent home 

during the first week of term 3. 

If you do not wish to sell a box of 

chocolates for the school please 

notify the office by 29 June 2018. 



 





Our Excursion to Merri Creek 
On Wednesday the 13th June all the students in grades 3 
and 4 went to Merri Creek.  All our teachers and helpers 
went with us on a bus together. Angela from the Merri 
Creek came to our school and we went on a bus to Camp-
bellfield. 

First we went to at a place called Galada Tamboore. We 
were walking and saw lots of disgusting kangaroo poop. 
When we were walking up the hill we saw a kangaroo. It 
was hopping very close to us and then it went away. 

Later some students from Melbourne Girl’s College came along and we looked for lots 
of water bugs. My favourites were the Gambusia fish and  the back swimmer. There 
were two girls who helped us with our work.  We liked working with them but after 
they had to leave and we said “goodbye” to all of them.  

After we saw lots of beautiful flowers. We had to dig some holes for some trees.  We 
used a special digger called a pogo digger. On Sunday 17th of June there was a commu-

nity tree planting day.  

All the students who went loved this excursion.  Thank you to Angela and Mr. Akin for arranging this trip.  We had a lot of fun 
going to Merri Creek and Galada Tamboore. 

By Johan, Juwairiya and Arfa from 3/4 A  

Our Excursion to Merri Creek 
Last week on Wednesday the 13th of June, all of the 3/4’s went to the Merri Creek. 
Our teachers and helpers came along with us. We all went with a bus because we 
were going to place called Galada Tamboore in Campbellfield.  

We all went in a valley there. Some students collected rocks that were from a volcano 
but had cooled down. After recess, a teacher whose name was Angela took us to a 
stream. We sat on some large rocks and watched the stream flow. The water was 
heading towards the city. Each grade went turn by turn. While a grade went to the 
stream, Mr. Akin lead us to another stream. We found lots of cooled down lava rocks 
at that stream. When the other grade came back we went back on the same bus to 
school for a break.  

After our break we walked to another part of the Merri Creek in Fawkner {very close to 
this school.} We walked for a while. A little bit later a man whose name was Michel met 
us. He and some other people were planting trees and putting bee hives made out of 
dried mud near  a blue flower called Dianella so it would be easy for bees to get nec-
tar. 

After we got some gloves, 3/4A and 3/4G were planting trees first and 3/4R were find-
ing flowers for the bees and beehives. The 3/4s that were planting used special tools 
that looked like pogo sticks. 3/4R were finding the blue flowers. Then we swapped 
groups. It was very FUN!!!   

Afterwards, we had lunch. When some people had finished having their lunch Mr Akin 
and Ms Gramola took us to look at some horses. We had to go over bridge to see 
them. Lots of people saw polluted water under the bridge. When we reached the 
horses we only saw two of them. There was a light brown horse and a tall dark brown 
horse. They each had numbers on their sides. In front of them was a gate so they 
won’t escape. Then a while later some year ten girls did an activity with us. We split 
into nine groups and each group worked with two year ten students. Angela gave 
each group a tray with water. We saw lots of tiny creatures inside. We drew our fa-
vourite ones on a piece of paper.  

After the girls left we went back school. We had a great time. I would like to thank 
Angela and Mr Akin for organising this excursion and the other teachers who came 
with us.  

We also had a lot of FUN!!!   

BY JUWAIRIYA SHAH 34 A 


