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UPCOMING EVENTS

SEPTEMBER

LAST DAY OF TERM 3 -
2.30pm FINISH

FIRST DAY OF TERM 4

SCIENCE WEEK BEGINS

Please ensure you promptly action the attendance notification on your
Compass news feed. It is essential that you click the link provided and
update your child’s attendance by explaining any lateness or absence
from school.

SCIENCE WEEK OPEN
AFTERNOON 2.30pm

40 Lorne St, Fawkner Vic 3060                            Phone: 9357 3579 
Email: fawkner.ps@education.vic.gov.au          www.fawknerps.vic.ed.au

 September 2025

Our school values underpin everything
that we do at Fawkner Primary School

and are part of everyday life for the
staff, students and families.

We promote the school as a safe, fun
learning environment where every
child is valued and all children are

challenged to achieve their best. Our
values uphold everything we do at

Fawkner Primary, and help to maintain
our integrity for being the best school

members we can be.
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Principal’s Report

Congratulations to everyone on an AMAZING Term Three at Fawkner Primary
School! It’s been an extremely busy yet rewarding term for so many different
reasons.

Our staff have been participating in lots of professional learning this term, and
we are excited to see the impact this has on our students’ learning and
wellbeing. 
Our staff have also been working hard behind the scenes to provide our students
with wonderful experiences. Some of these include:
-Hoop Time Basketball clinics and competitions
-Visit from Essendon’s AFLW players
-Year 5/6 Market Day
-Excursions for our Foundation and Year 1/2 students
-Book Week Activities and Parade
-District and Divisional Athletics Competitions
-Gateways Academic Program

Term Four is looking just as exciting, with our annual swimming program starting
in week 1, a Science Expo in week 1, our Grade 5/6 camp happening in week 3,
and rehearsals underway for our Family Night. Make sure the evening of
Thursday 4th December is in your diary!

I wish everyone a relaxing and safe two-week holiday break, and I look forward
to seeing everyone return on Monday 6th of October for another exceptional
term here at Fawkner Primary School.

Carly-Marie Clark
Acting Principal

CONGRATULATIONS



Our school supports students’ mental health and wellbeing through the Berry
Street Educational Model (BSEM). This approach uses proven strategies from
positive education, trauma-informed practice, and wellbeing programs to help
students grow both personally and academically. Teachers use BSEM
strategies in their everyday practice to build strong, supportive classrooms and
re-engage students in learning. This year, some of the whole-school activities
we’ve introduced include Brain Breaks, Morning Circles, Ready to Learn Scales
and Soft Starts.
 

Morning Circle
The first few minutes of class are important for setting a positive start to
learning. By beginning the day in a circle, students and teachers can review
expectations, share announcements, and celebrate successes together. This
routine helps students feel calm, connected, and ready to learn.
 

Brain Breaks
Brain Breaks are short activities (2–4 minutes) that give students a chance to
reset and refocus. They are built into the daily routine and are shown on the
classroom timetable, helping students stay engaged and ready for learning
throughout the day.
 

Ready to Learn Scale
The scale is a self-regulation tool used in the classroom to help students
identify their current emotional and psychological state and determine
whether they’re ready to learn or need support to get there.
 

The Berry Street Ready to Learn Scale is a 5 - point scale that helps students:
●   Recognise their current state (emotional and psychological)
●   Communicate how they feel non-verbally or with simple language
●   Learn self-regulation strategies to move toward a state where learning is
possible
 

Soft Starts
We understand that returning to learning after break times can be a big
adjustment for some students. To support this transition, we use ‘soft starts’
when coming back into the classroom. These are short, calming activities
designed to help students settle their minds and bodies so they feel ready to
re-engage with learning.
 

Soft starts may include a few minutes of mindfulness, gentle yoga stretches,
quiet drawing, reading, or listening to calming music. These activities promote
emotional regulation, improve focus, and support overall wellbeing, creating a
smoother and more positive transition back into the classroom.
 

We will be sharing more information about the Berry Street Education Model in
future newsletters.

THE BERRY STREET
EDUCATION MODEL (BSEM)



FOOTY DAY - END OF TERM 3



Our session was really engaging. We were looking at child health and wellbeing
in teams. We were editing the information that we had worked on in previous
sessions. We were focusing on designing the information to be more accessible
to children. It needed to look colourful and inclusive so all voices were
heard. We also recapped why we like living in Merri Bek and how to make it
better.
By Lily and Arjill

CHILDREN’S REFERENCE GROUP

A group of us made it to District Athletics. We went on the bus to Meadowglen
International Stadium in Epping. It was really great to cheer each other on. We
also got to see some old friends who have moved to different schools. I liked
watching the 1500m race, it was so long - By Mohammed 56B

“My favourite was doing the relay and shotput.” - Yusuf 34C

“It was really fun running and working as a team in the relay.” - Henry 34C

DISTRICT ATHLETICS



JESSE’S STUMP PROGRAM

Jesse’s Stump is run by Rob Nansen. He is an artisan working with iron and
wood using traditional hand tools and techniques. 

The 9 session program guides students in creating 3 wooden games
including bat tennis bats, cornhole, and noughts and crosses. Each session
will involve planning, hands-on use of traditional tools (e.g. coping saws,
hammers), and techniques such as cutting, rasping, and sanding. Some
items will be constructed in pairs.

Rob has been supporting young people and their families for over 25 years.
Jesse's Stump combines these two pursuits, often using the crafts as
metaphors to share hopeful messages. The experience itself is a restorative
and calming one where we unplug from our usual lives.

“Today we started to make a corn hole game. We used six pieces of wood
and followed the instructions. We glued them first then got some nails and
hammered them. The glue got a bit everywhere, but it was fun.” By Haziq 56R

Check out Jesse’s Stump here:  About — Jesse's Stump

https://www.jessesstump.com.au/about


We went to Hoop Time. We caught the bus early with Mrs Strangis and Mr Rob
to Broadmeadows Basketball Stadium. Eight of us went and played basketball
against some other schools. It took 10 mins to drive there. We walked up to the
second floor and started to practise. We played, but lost our first game, then
had a break, then played more games. One we tied, one we lost and then we
won the last game. Sometimes we watched other teams on the first floor. We
all played well. It was competitive but other schools were really nice and
shook hands with us. I’d like to go again next year.
By Azhar

HOOP TIME

SCHOOL HATS IN TERM 4
As we enter Term 4, please remember that all students are required to wear a
school hat while outside. If your child does not have a school hat, they can be
purchased from the school office.



1/2 EXCURSION
 COMO HOUSE - RIPPONLEA EXCURSION

The Grade 1/2 classes have been exploring the theme of “Now and Then” in an
exciting unit about the past and present. Students have discovered the
differences and similarities in the ways people lived, worked, and played over
time. This engaging journey has helped them connect history to their own
lives, building a deeper understanding of how things have changed—and
what has stayed the same. As a celebration of the end of the unit, the Grade
1/2s went to either Como House or Ripponlea Estate. Both are historical
mansions to step back in time and continue learning about life in the 1800s.
The full day program was full of unique and enriching learning experiences
where students took on the role of children in mid-1800; working, playing and
exploring the grounds of the estates. 

Como House Reflection - By Aaliyah 12R



1/2 EXCURSION
 COMO HOUSE - RIPPONLEA EXCURSION

Como House Reflection - By Isaac 12R



FOUNDATION EXCURSION
SCIENCEWORKS

Last week our Foundation grades went on an excursion to Scienceworks. Visiting
the science museum was an opportunity for them to explore and learn about
different types of weather through hands on activities. Students took part in
interactive experiences, such as recording weather conditions, exploring
weather tools and discussing how the weather effects people, plants and
animals in the Lightning Theatre. The engaging day outside the classroom
helped deepen their understanding of our science unit.

“I liked going on the bus and seeing everything out the window!” - Zuha FDH

“I liked the show. It was about lightning. It was really loud.” - Ayana FDH

“We did activities about lightning. We had to cover our ears. It was good.” -
Misha FDD

“I saw a skeleton on a bike. It showed how bones move.” - Gus FDH



FAMILY NIGHT 2025






